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For Immediate Release
June 9, 2005
NEWS RELEASE

EPA Launches Program Initiative 

 to Advance Priority Research Needs

Contact: Ann Brown, 919-541-7818 or brown.ann@epa.gov

(Washington, D.C. – June 9, 2005) E. Timothy Oppelt, acting assistant administrator for EPA’s Office of Research and Development (ORD) appoints four senior scientists as National Program Directors to lead research planning and development to advance environmental science and address the Agency’s priority needs to protect public health and the environment.    


“The National Program Directors are key to the success of our new approach to leverage our scientific expertise on targeted research objectives,” said Mr. Oppelt.  “These highly qualified scientists will coordinate and integrate our research priorities and ensure that we deliver relevant and high quality research in support of EPA’s mission,” he said.  


The National Program Directors will work in their specific research programs across seven national laboratories and research centers and with other offices in EPA and the science community.  

“This is a significant step to improving coordination and prioritization of our research and to be even more responsive to the research needs of EPA to protect human health and the environment,” said Dr. William Farland, deputy assistant administrator for science in ORD. “The National Program Directors will change the way we plan and develop our research by increasing collaboration across laboratories and with the general science,” he said. 

A total of eight National Program Directors will be named to lead the major research programs in ORD.  The four National Program Directors announced today will lead research programs in the areas of pesticides and toxics programs; contaminated sites and resource conservation programs; global change and mercury programs and air research programs.  Recruitment is under way for four additional National Program Directors to lead research in the areas of water quality, ecology, human health and drinking water.    
MORE
Page 2, EPA’s National Program Directors


The National Program Directors announced are:  


Elaine Francis, Ph.D., national program director for pesticides and toxics research program.  Dr. Francis led the endocrine disruptors research program in EPA’s Office of Research and Development prior to this appointment.  She received her B.S. in Biology from The American University and a Ph.D. in Anatomy from Thomas Jefferson University.  During her 25 years at EPA, Elaine has been contributing to science policy decisions and overseeing the development and implementation of research programs for which she has received many awards, including a Gold Medal for Exceptional Service for scientific expertise and national leadership shown in developing EPA’s guidelines for reproductive toxicity risk assessment.   


Randy Wentsel, Ph.D., national program director for contaminated sites and resource conservation.   Dr. Wentsel previously served as a Branch Chief in EPA’s Office of Water.  He also has served in EPA’s Office of Research and Development as a manager and senior ecological risk assessor.  Before joining the EPA, Dr. Wentsel worked for the U.S. Army on environmental toxicology research and in management positions.  He received a Ph.D. in Environmental Health from Purdue University.  He has authored more than 100 publications, and several book chapters. 


Joel Scheraga, Ph.D., national program director for global change research program and mercury program.  Dr. Scheraga previously led the global change research program in EPA’s Office of Research and Development.  He received both his M.A. and Ph.D. in Economics from Brown University, from which he received the 2004 inaugural Horace Mann Distinguished Graduate School Alumni Award.  Joel’s professional expertise is in the areas of assessment of the potential impacts of global change on air quality, water quality, ecosystems, and human health, and evaluation of potential adaptation strategies. He is EPA’s principal representative to the interagency coordinating body, the U.S. Climate Change Science Program. He has authored over 50 peer-reviewed articles, books, and book chapters, and received many awards at EPA, including five Bronze Medals.  


Dan Costa, Sc.D., national program director for air research.  Dr. Costa previously held the position of Branch Chief in EPA’s Office of Research and Development. He received his B.S. in Biology from Providence College, an M.S. in Environmental Sciences from Rutgers University, an M.S. and Sc.D in Physiology from Harvard University. His primary research interests focus on the potential for air pollutants to adversely affect health in animal models of susceptible human populations.  He has authored or co-authored more than 100 publications and has over 30 book chapters, conference proceedings and monographs. He has won numerous awards for his work from national science organizations and a gold medal from EPA for his work on particulate matter air pollution.


Scientists serving in acting positions while four additional National Program Directors are recruited are:  Rochelle Araujo, Ph.D., acting national program director for water quality;
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Kevin Summers, Ph.D., acting national program director for ecology; Hugh Tilson, Ph.D., 
acting program director for human health and Greg Sayles, Ph.D., acting national program director for drinking water. 


EPA relies on quality science as the basis for sound policy and decision-making.  EPA’s laboratories and research centers, and EPA's research grantees, are building the scientific foundation needed to support the Agency’s mission to safeguard human health and the environment. More information on ORD’s research activities can be found at www.epa.gov/ord. 
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